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Why did we change math programs?



     
Why did we choose 

Illustrative Mathematics?          

                          



What core beliefs drive the program? 

All students are 
capable 
learners of 
mathematics 
with worthwhile 
ideas and 
perspectives.



Students learn by doing, rather than by watching or 
being told what needs to be done.



Instructional design supports equity and inclusion.



    Students belong to productive math communities.



They engage in meaningful discussions.



              Mathematicians productively struggle.

“I thought this would be easy but it didn’t work.”
“I already tried that. I’m starting over.”
“This is not easy. I have a plan.”



               They make ideas visible.



Fourth Grade Math Quilt

Name Tents and Favorite NumberStudents explore their 
math identity.



They view 
themselves 
as capable 
learners.



What do students have to say?





         
What do teachers have to say?

All students deserve 
the right to experience 
productive struggle. 

We plan to start the 
year engaging students 
in thinking about their 
math identities.

Activities for building 
math community will 
establish trust. Students 
need to feel safe 
working together and 
taking risks.

A strong math 
community sets the 
stage for productive 
struggle and a growth 
mindset. 

Equity is at the heart 
of IM.



What does a typical IM lesson look 
like?



Students are invited to the math with a warm up.

Grade 5, Unit 1, 
Finding Volume



Kindergarten
Dot Images

Grade 4, 
Number Strings



They construct their own understandings through a 
deep study of concepts.

Grade 4, Unit 1, Factors 
and Multiples



Grade 1, Unit 1, 
Sorting Shapes





Students analyze and consolidate their 
understandings.



Lesson Synthesis
Grade 4, Fraction and 
Equivalence, Lesson 6



How do we assess student progress?



Daily Formative 
Assessments
Unit 1: Factors and Multiples/ 
Gr. 4/ Lesson 5

All of the fourth grade classes 
are getting together for an end 
of year party.  They have tables 
where 6 people can sit and 
tables were 8 people can sit. 
There will be 72 students that 
need seats. 

If you could only use one type of 
table, which type would you 
choose? 



Unit 2: Fractions and Decimals/ Gr. 
5/ Lesson 1

Draw a diagram to show how much 
sandwich each person gets. 

3 sandwiches are equally shared by 
4 people.

Explain or who how you know each 
person gets the same amount of 
sandwich.



First Grade End of Unit 1 Assessment 

Third Grade End of Unit 1 Assessment 

Section and End of 
the Unit 

Assessments



Universal Screeners - STAR Assessments





Which 

One 

Doesn’t 

Belong?

A B

C D



Illustrative Math at IMS
● 2019-2020

○ Began staff discussions about value and implementation of program
○ Ed Reports and CURATE
○ Observed Doyon math class

● 2020-2021
○ Participated in professional development through LearnZillion
○ Used Wednesday meeting times for PD and to plan implementation
○ Piloted IM lessons at each grade level

● 2021-2022
○ Grade 6 

■ Full implementation of IM curriculum
■ Met with experienced Ham/Wen teachers 

○ Grade 7 - Thoughtful implementation of IM curriculum for students who 
have not experienced the program

○ Grade 8
■ Integration of specific lessons from IM curriculum
■ Planning process to collaborate with IHS for Algebra curriculum


